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 The rapid growth of urbanization in developing countries, especially Iran, is the result 

of natural increase in population and migration from villages and small towns to big 

cities. This rapid growth had caused many social, economic, and environmental 
problems. The available sources indicate that in the course of history, in apex of 

florescence of culture, knowledge, and Islamic civilization from the year 300 to 500 

AH, i.e. for 250 years, most of Iranian scientist had rural origins. But today the situation 
has changed a lot. Scientists and major scientific schools have been gathered in cities 

and these cities have numerous facilities. This paper investigates the process of rural 

migration in Iran from 1335 to 1385 that has been discussed by using existing migration 
theories especially, Todaro, Everett Lee, and theories of functionalism and dependence. 

In overall view, among influential reasons of rural to urban migration, we can refer to 

urban attraction and rural repulsion. Final conclusion of migration from village to city 
causes positive results such as, economic improvement, increase in young people’s 

knowledge, better education, and negative results such as, disconnection of young 

people from their families in village, alteration of sex ratio in rural and urban areas and 
social problems in each area. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Urbanization is more dynamic and more prominent among the changes that have occurred in the past two 

decades in Iran. In the past two decades, in Iran the city has become the center of economic and social life and 

what is known as the urban problems has become more visible in everyday life. The rapid growth of 

urbanization in developing countries especially in Iran is the result of natural increase in population and 

migration from villages and small cities to big cities. This rapid growth has caused several social, economic, and 

environmental problems such as increase in poverty in cities, unfamiliarity of citizens with each other, formation 

of slums, destruction of the environment, air pollution, inappropriate access to respectful habitation, also 

inappropriate access to public services, and emergence of a gap in income distribution and services in cities 

especially big ones. 

Statistics show that the average of urban population growth in developing countries is faster than developed 

countries. In a way that in 50 years (1975 - 2025) this ratio is 3.21 % compared to 0.71 % for developed 

countries. 

The term "rural migration" was applied for the first time by English man named Benam Graham in 1892, in 

1903 rural migration was the topic of a French work and after that it became prevalent completely.  

There are many equivalences for this term such as, Internal migration, rural external migration, 

abandonment of villages, desertion from villages, depopulation of villages, decrease in population of villages, 

rural migration to cities, and abandonment of lands. 

 

Problem Statement: 

The development of cities is due to the increase in population and migration of non-urban people from 

farms, villages, and small towns. In these migrations people with rural background were entering the cities of 

country to which they were migrating (Gidenz, 1376). 

The available sources indicate that in historical periods, in the summit of development of culture and 

knowledge in Islamic civilization in Iran from 300 to 550 Hegira, i.e. for about 250 years most of Iranian 

scientist had rural origins especially in Khorasan. These scholars were from villages which were near big cities 
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such as Samarkand and Bokhara in that time. Although having been educated in schools of cities, some of these 

scholars were living in their villages and teaching to young people there. However, the invasions of savage 

tribes especially attack of Mongolians caused terrible impacts on the development of knowledge in Iran but after 

passage of time the villages and cities were revived and schools in cities were a place for scientists who had 

rural origin. Nowadays the situation has changed a lot. The scientists and big scientific schools have been 

gathered just in big cities and there are abundant welfare facilities. The scientific gap between cities and villages 

has become larger. Farmers are only responsible for supplying some food. 

In the two decades before the revolution, due to the huge development investments that were made in some 

urban areas, social inequalities between urban and rural areas on the one hand, and between social classes of the 

city arose on the other hand. The results of these developmental programs were group emigration of rural people 

especially the unemployed youth to cities.  

Statistics of 1355 indicate that the rural population in age group of 15 to 29 mostly have migrated to the 

cities. According to the statistics of 1355, the age group of 15- 29 of the urban population has been 12.08 

percent and rural population has been 9.44 percent of the percentage of total population. Apparently the increase 

in urban population shows the migration of villagers to cities in this age group. In the age group of 20 to 24 due 

to the disconnection of youth with their families and disturbance of gender ratio in villages, we notice the 

increase in population of city on this age group- urban population 7.07 percent and rural population 5.55 percent 

of total population- apparently this increase in population is related to migration of villagers. (Khosravi, 1372). 

Migration and acculturation are two sides of the same coin and both are interdependent. The patterns and 

characteristics are replaced from one culture to the other one in migration. If the newly entered element is not 

been accepted immediately, it goes through alteration in acceptance process and in the current of cultural contact 

it may cause some changes. 

 

Migration from rural to urban areas in Iran can be divided into three periods: 

First period: 

This period refers to the time before the land reform in which migration was happening slowly. This type of 

migration is seen in feudal societies or communities that have the traditional agricultural economy. The reason 

of the slow migration in this period is impacted in thesocio-economiccharacteristicsofthecommunities. On the 

one hand the feudal system or its remnants do not provide the basis for the vast migration of villagers and on the 

other hand the urban economy does not have the capacity and power to attract major part of villagers.Of course 

there is more or less spatial mobility and villagers coming to the cities especially developing cities find 

employment and housing as unskilled workers. 

This migration which can be called slow migration not only does not change the structure of the city deeply 

and suddenly, but also the cities expand gradually parallel to the evolution of urban economies transition from 

business economy to industrial or semi-industrial economy and turn into populous cities and official, industrial, 

and academic centers. 

In Iran this period of migration lasted until the early 1340, i.e. until the beginning of land reform and had 

some characteristic such as: 

First, villagers were mostly migrating from village to village not village to city. According to the 

demographics of 1335 and 1345, urban population has increased 31.4 percent to 39 percent of the total 

population, butonly2.2% of thisincreasewasduetomigrationfrom rural areas to urban areas. 

Second, the rural migrations in this period were mostly seasonal and intermittent, i.e. the villager migrated 

from his village in unemployment days and the season of recession of agriculture and returned to the village in 

the season of affluence and start of farming. In this temporary migrations the family was staying in the village 

and the migrant was going to other place alone. Third, most of migrants were from settlers and in another word, 

due to the independence to the land the mobility of settlers was more than farmers. 

 

Second period: 

This period starts gradually in early 1340s by start of programs related to the division of land and problems 

resulted from changes in traditional system of villages. 

In this period two factors intensified the migration from villages to cities: the unemployment of some 

villagers due to the changes in traditional structure of villages, thus the possibility of livelihood of some rural 

population who were in direct relation with serfdom system and constitute significant percentage of settlers of 

the village disappeared, and also other groups such as, carpenters, ironsmith, cowherds, gardeners, and etc. … 

who run their livelihood from works of farmers and masters. 

The establishment and development of the dependent industries particularly in Tehran and other big cities 

attracted the labor force of farming, but the major part of this labor force was attracted by service sector which 

was expanding rapidly and spuriously. The spurious expansion of third sector/ services was one of the economic 

features of the third world, because the technology of import in such countries needs skillful labor force it is not 

able to attract unskilled labor force of rural people. Thus this sector is expanding and an increasing number of 
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unskilled population is gathered in simple service jobs in cities and create a phenomenon called" hidden 

unemployment". 

If we consider the governmental offices and organizations in Iran in 1340s, we notice that the unemployed 

and unskilled individuals who had migrated from villages to cities particularly to Tehran were working as 

servitors by reliance on their relatives, who were in these organizations before, in different forms such as, daily 

wages, ticket, contractual, and official. They have increased the burden of personal expenditures. These people 

are those who have apparently found a job for themselves and have had a salary and benefits, but in fact they get 

involvedin hidden unemployment and do not play any role in national production. We can observe this mass of 

semi-unemployed people not only in offices but also generally in urban lifestyle throughout Iran. 

 

Third period: 

In this period migration from villages to cities has some characteristics which distinguishes it from previous 

periods. This period can be called explosive period due to the mass rush of farmers and non- farmers from 

villages to cities, particularly to Tehran and big cities. This period begins in late 1349 and lasts until 1356 and 

early 1357.The third period of migration began with the abandonment of agricultural land, livestock sales, a 

sharp decline in agricultural production, dry land desertification, the farmer's aversion to agricultural production, 

emergence of rich people within the village, intense Urbanization among villagers and similar phenomena. In 

this period the migration is not due to the unfavorable climatic conditions of rural residence, the loss of 

production facilities and similar problems, it is due to the changes which are related directly with the urban 

community and external development from rural community. For example, Tehran because of having great 

attraction power in basic services particularly construction services could devour a huge crowd each year.  

Another feature of this period was that in the previous decades the rural migrants first went to towns then to 

cities of the second class and eventually to the first class cities, but in recent decade, the vast majority of 

immigrants came from around the country directly to Tehran (Vosughi, 1384). 

The final result of rural- urban migration is the destruction of national prosperity and loss of freedom, 

because the decline of rural areas is as decline of civilization, a civilization which guarantees the freedom of 

citizens and the protection of human dignity. 

In developing countries, including Iran migration from rural to urban areas is considered among the most 

important social and economic issues. 

These migrants cause problems both in the origin and the destination such as, the occurrence of multiple 

disorders caused by pressure on the limited resources of urban communities, unemployment, lack of educational 

and biological  facilities, air pollution and environmental pollution, the old age, feminization of agricultural 

labor force, ruraldrainage, and etc.  

 

Definitions: 

The definition of the city: 

In recent decades, scholars of various sciences have proposed numerous definitions of city and sociologists 

such as Marx and Engels know the city as the focus of the population and the means of production of invest 

requirements, and needs in which there have been the social division of labor. 

Due to the statistical purposes each country selects a definition of towns and cities. In some countries only a 

numerical value has been used to distinguish the village from city. In some Eastern European countries some 

villages have large populations, therefore with statistical criteria they are considered as cities while they are 

certainly village not city, also how it is possible to consider a place with 250 individuals as a city but put a place 

with 2499 individuals out of this state. For solving this problem the mass of population cannot be used as a 

criterion for distinguishing city from village, because it is not clear that the city and village are separated from 

each other based on which criteria of overpopulation and also some villages are more overpopulated than others 

and some are less populated ( Adibi, 1356). 

 

Urbanization:  

is a process or phenomenon in which the urban population increases with the decline of rural population 

(Biro, 1370). 

 

Migration: 

Migration is a term for a variety of population movements between territories which leads to the permanent 

or semi-permanent change of place to live.The term migration in the Moein Persian Dictionary has defined as 

moving from your hometown to other place. Also in Dehkhoda Dictionary it means abandonment of a place and 

habituate in another place. Generally migration means leaving the main territory and inhabit temporarily or 

permanently in another territory, but specifically it is the most important population movement. 
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Migration as a part of history of human life such as the continuous migration of primitives for food supply, 

movements of nomadic tribes, and the mobility of labor force in industrial communities has been the subject of 

the study of sociologists, geographers, and programmers (Taghavi, 1382). 

 

Migration theories: 

There are different theories and viewpoints regarding rural- urban migration. Each theory has considered 

this phenomenon from different aspects particularly micro and macro economy. In this field, people such as 

Todaro, Luis, Lee, and … have mentioned insights such as, functionalism, dependence, dual economy, and …. 

Emphasizing on the causes of migration from villages to cities we refer to some of the theories mentioned above 

in order to obtain a comprehensive view. 

 

Functionalism theory:  

Functionalists believe that all social needs are learned within the context of social system. Pro activists in 

each system believe in the needs which cannot be met in that system. Therefore, necessary changes may occur 

in the proactive, the system, or both of them in order to decrease the incongruity between the need and the 

possibility to acquire it. The perception of the incongruities between individual's characteristics and the social 

system causes his migration in order to decrease the incongruities. This attitude considers the migration as a 

certain factor for preventing social damages and believes that migration result in decrease in dissatisfaction and 

social injustice by satisfying the needs of migrants (Taghavi, 1371 : 56). By using this insight in specifying the 

reasons of migration to Tehran Kazemipour states that: since the social needs of individuals are not fulfilled in 

rural environments and there is suitable answer for these needs in some cities, therefore, some kind of lack of 

interaction occurs between rural and urban societies and villagers migrate in order to fulfil their needs (Ghasemi, 

1383). 

 

The dependency theory of migration: 

In contrast to the viewpoint of functionalists, the theoreticians of the dependency school consider the 

reasons and consequences of migration in relation to each other, because they believe that there is a mutual 

relationship between migration and unequal development and they reinforce each other. In migration 

controversy the theoreticians of the dependency school have studied the underdevelopments and have mentioned 

their analysis regarding this issue. In this viewpoint the rural-urban migration has been considered lawful and 

simultaneously complex issue which includes characteristics such as: 1. the absence of comprehensive 

immigration 2- compulsive migration 3- the existence of definite pattern 4- economic migration 5- the limitation 

of migrants to the labor force. The increase and variety of urban jobs results in an attitude in unemployed 

villagers to consider the city as their utopia and creates migration along with its attraction against rural repulsion 

(Ghasemisiyani, 1388).  

 

The development model of Lewis-Fee-Ranis: 

The development model of Lewis-Fee-Ranis is the first and the most famous development model which 

implicitly focuses on the transfer of rural labor to city. In this model economy consists of two parts: A) 

traditional part which includes excess labor force with low efficiency or no efficiency. B) the modern urban 

industrial part with high productivity to which labor force is gradually transferred  from livelihood sector. The 

initial focus of this model is both on the transfer process of labor force and on the growth of employment in 

modern sector. The speed of these elements is determined by the accumulation of industrial capital ratio in 

modern sector. 

 

The migration theory of Michel Todaro: 

Like other experts of migration, has been trying to specify the rural-urban migration. The main hypothesis 

of Todaro's pattern is that each potential migrant decides based on the objective of "Expected income" whether 

to go to the city or not. In this decision making two principled economic factors play important roles; first one is 

related to the real difference existing between income in the city and village which has emerged due to the 

various skills and training courses of workers. In fact, the difference between the payments of urban workers in 

comparison to the payments of skillful rural workers has been the permanent principle in making decision about 

migration. The second factor of pattern mentioned above and the most important part of it which is not in other 

rural-urban patterns, is the possibility of each migrant's success in obtaining job in city. The key to understand 

the apparently contradictory phenomenon of consistent migration to place with high ratio of unemployment is 

considering the derivation of migration through the "expected income" or permanent in which the expected 

income is related to both the payment to urban worker and the possibility to obtain a job in the city. 
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Effective factors in migration of villagers to cities: 

The most important reason of villagers' migration to cities is human being's perfectionism. Human beings 

seek perfectionism and improvement of their situations. Sociologists are trying to find some alternatives, some 

policies must be applied in order to prevent the increase of urban population, and this is the responsibility of 

urban sociologists, specialists, and experts (Sheikhi1380).  Dorkim considers the population increase as the most 

important reason of migration and believes that after 17th century the phenomenon of migration has begun 

formally, i.e. when the population starts increasing and the controversy of labor division is introduced 

scientifically in communities (Taherkhani, 1381). There has been various viewpoints about the phenomenon of 

rural-urban migration, but generally the reasons of villagers migration, particularly the young people can be 

divided into two groups: 1- the factors related to the attraction power of cities: these factors may be socio-

economic or the culture and luxury of the city which first attract the rural young people. 2- The factors related to 

the repulsion of villages: these factors are like barriers against rural youths; unemployment, lack of income, lack 

of recreational facilities, and... All are effective in repulsion of young people from village. Considering the 

studies of the late 50s and early 60s relates the fundamental reasons of rural-urban migrations to the economic 

structures. Theories of imbalance state that migration is as a result of imbalance among regions, Boug, for 

example, by stating effective elements on motivating people to migrate from villages to cities, believes that two 

groups of factors are influential on rural- urban migrations including attraction factors and pressure factors. He 

believes that the attractive factors or attractions are mostly better job opportunities, appropriate opportunities for 

earning more income, the existence of recreational centers, cultural activities, the acceptable work place and 

lifestyle such as housing, educational services, and desirable opportunities to achieve specific and professional 

education which are mostly centered in cities. Some of repulsion or pressure factors cause separation of 

population from villages and their attraction to cities, these factors are: 1- decrease in financial sources and 

ignorance of farming 2- the mechanism of appropriate base for development of individual creativities, 

personality growth, marriage, and employment 3- the continuous occurrence of natural disasters like flood and 

draught 4- the existence of unjust and discriminating relations. These are the most important reasons of 

prohibiting the maintenance of population in villages (Ghasemisiyani, 1388). Also searching job, occupational 

transfer, education, military service, follow of the household, can lead to migration. 

 

The consequences of villager's migration to cities: 

Migration causes some changes in both the origin community and destination community.  

Some of the consequences of migration can be the loss of active economic power since most of the migrants 

are young , the transformation of age groups and gender, decline in marriage and birth rate, and ....  Also the 

consequences of migration in destination communities are: population increase, change in structure of age group 

and gender group, inappropriate sanitation, outbreak of infectious diseases. Epidemic diseases, decline in the 

level if incomes, increase in unemployment, increase of slums, spread of corruption, urban conflicts, and …. 

(Farzaneh, 1381).  The phenomenon of rural-urban migration is a socio-economic phenomenon which is the 

result of complex set of socio-psychological, economic, and political factors. The migration process not only 

influences the population growth of a community, but also makes significant changes in the structure and 

distribution of population. The rural- urban migration causes the increase in the number of young men in big 

cities and disturbs the balance of ratio of men to women in urban and rural areas (Sotudeh, 1384).  

Depopulation as a result of anomalous rural migrations as an external factor disturbs the natural discipline of 

population growth and creates major disorders in its structure and Movement (Mekaniki, 1382). The 

consequences of villagers' migration to cities are: expansion of urbanization, more modernization of social 

system, complexity of division of social work, expansion of unconventionality, development of educational and 

sanitation services. 

Nevertheless it can result in development of anonymity, increase in formal controls and decrease in 

informal controls, a place for individualism, center of political tensions and competitions, center of variety of 

beliefs, center of modernity, and center of establishment of industry and services,. In one word urbanization is 

the necessity for development, progress, and it is itsdual. (Naghdi, 1381). Informal habitation is also the main 

consequence of migration from villages and small cities to megacities which is observable in central and big 

cities of country and has turned into a chronic disease of the cities. The increasing expansion of this social 

phenomenon in cities has been parallel to the evacuation of villages. According to the statistics of 1385, more 

than 30 villages of country have been depopulated within 1375-1385, who have certainly inhabited in cities 

particularly big cities. (Zali, 1390)  

 

Conclusion and suggestions: 

The phenomenon of rural-urban migration is a socio-economic phenomenon which is the result of complex 

set of socio-psychological, economic, and political factors. The migration process not only influences the 

population growth of a community, but also makes significant changes in the structure and distribution of 

population. The rural- urban migration causes the increase in the number of young men in big cities and disturbs 
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the balance of ratio of men to women in urban and rural areas The final result of migration from village to city is 

the complete destruction of national prosperity and loss of freedom, because Totally, for preventing villagers' 

migration to cities some solutions are suggested: 

 

- Understanding the young generation of villages and direct the rural facilities and amenities toward the 

expectations of this generation 

- Creating employment in rural communities through agriculturalsideline 

- Enhancing educational facilities in rural communities 

- Enhancingsafetyby reducingthe conflictsin localvillages 

- Providingmore facilities forvillagersinordertousewastelands 

- creating dams and digging deep wells in villages in order to supply water for farming and agriculture 

- decreasing the attraction of urban jobs 

-setting limits in urban communities for residence of people in slums 

- establishing institutionsto organizemigration flows (whichhas been experiencedin many 

countriesespecially in China). 
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